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H Kite - A Catcher of wind and light

Wind is an intangible formless element which can be felt, but cannot be
seen. With the presence of a kite, one can “see” the wind due to the
movements in which the kite sways in the wind. A kite is simply a vehicle for
wind. Light is similar to wind in many ways. Both are ephemeral, transient
and need to be caught on a surface or platform. Thus, a kite can also be
transformed into a platform for catching light and together with the presence
of wind, the interaction of all 3 elements result in movement and dynamism.
The platform is a 2x1.5m triangular black kite with a “tan” character made
out of silver and white spangles in the center, assorted colours of spangles,
mirror bits filled the rest of the kite, down to the tail. The kite became a multi-
faceted surface, and the reflections lit the sky with shimmers and glitters. A
handheld high-power narrow-beam flashlight was used to shine at the kite
which flew at 20 to 30metres height. Experiments were conducted to catch
the patterned reflected light on the ground. The kite’s weight was crucial and

the size of the mirrors and spangles have to be compromised, thus the
effect of the reflected light on the ground was not obvious. (Toh Yah Li)
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B LIGHTING UP THE WIND: Lighting Detectives in Bali 2005

Once an evening in Bali brought a constant humming from the sky - with the
cacophony of frogs and crickets. Mesmerized. Alluring. This sound actually
came from the hummers that are attached to giant Balinese kites. This
memory stayed fresh. As ideas for the workshop of Lighting Detectives
came in for 2005, we thought to illuminate this Balinese experience.

Though invisible, the wind makes its presence on everything it touches. The
kite is man’s way of the wind’s revealation. llluminating this rhythm against
the black hue of the Balinese night sky should be enchanting, magical.

The main kite was flown in Sidakaria, home of the champion kite team in
Bali. It was similar to the Balinese traditional kite, the Janggan (dragon). 40
x 50 feet, with a 300 feet long tail. Light sources adorned the tail. Kites
made by students of Musashino Art University and staffs of LPA also lit up
the sky like floating lanterns. The locals actively participated and made the
event a success. This workshop has set an example of how lighting can be
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Ca—uiEraREER  used from the grassroots level of society to create a memorable experience.
(GAURAV JAIN)
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Transnational Tanteidan Forum 2005 in NYC

NYC, USA
2005. 09. 22
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