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The luminous icons of Tokyo ( A )

| was seeking the various world-renowned luminous icons of TR Py shitis
Tokyo on the first day which does not require much effort. The red HH }n H E Hlj
and white paper lanterns that are outside restaurants, the rice- / HLWLASSER
paper Shoji screens, the vending machines at every other corner
of each street, the neon signages on skyscrapers and the signs = ,: fﬁ@*ﬂﬁ
at train stations. : 02 Lk FZSAA

In the sky at Roppongi ( X )

At the top of Roppongi, | felt as though | was at the top of Tokyo.
The entire city layout was right before my eyes. The arteries of
the city are the long trials of fiery red line of cars on major roads,
intersecting with major junctions with many heavily illuminated
with neon lights. Interestingly, the large areas of dark zones are
actually green parks.

the signs at train stations

patterns on the ground at Roppongi Hllls the vending machines at every other corner of each street

A rainy Wednesday night in Shibuya ( 7K )

| stood at the Shibuya scramble junction on the side of the Shibuya JR station. The rain did not deter anyone from crossing this
important scramble. Huge crowds were waiting from all directions as the rain tapping gently on the transparent and white umbrellas of
the awaiting pedestrians. With the animated neon lights on the skyscrapers on all sides, | felt that | was in the world of the Matrix.
Once the lights turned green, the men in black suits with similar umbrellas crossed the junction in all directions. The nightscape turned
into one with many projected images of neon lights on the white umbrellas and the wet ground which has become reflective due to the
pools of water.

scramble junction in Shibuya
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Inspirations from light and shadow ( K )

Upon entering the grounds of the shrine, | was immediately
captivated by the beauty and the setting. | felt as though
time has stopped and | was immediately transported into a
different space and zone. With light filtering through the
canopies of the large ancient trees, pools of light were
captured and reflected off the ground covered with light
grey gravels. The priestess in white and red was embraced
by pools of light with an indescribable aura around her. In
this space, the light grey coloured ground does not feel
grounded and in fact, it feels as though it is very light and
floating as opposed to the conventional darker coloured
ground or floor.

Walking through the parks of Ueno, | thoroughly enjoyed
the patterns on the ground created by light filtered from the
tree canopies. At Roppongi, an abstraction of this iconic red paper lanterns
phenomenon was re-created using spotlights.

2 different sides of Tokyo ( &)
The fashion streets of Omotesando, Aoyama and Ginza, glittered with glamour and spectacle. The high fashion shops and high-end
restaurants are sometimes intimidating. The verticality of skyscrapers seemed to be as unattainable as the fashion goods sold inside
the buildings. Shops used a great number of adjustable downlights to create the glitter in their products. The levels of light were
blasting from all directions, from the neon signs, from within the shops, from showcase lighting and from the streets- making me feel
a little alienated and detached from this world.

In contrast, a walk under the railway tracks and bridges was a heartwarming experience.
The spaces under the railway tracks are lined with pubs and restaurants with the iconic red
paper lanterns. The spaces are scaled down and the physical distance among people is
reduced with a few drinks of Sake in a small somewhat cramped yet human-scaled
comfortable space.

At the river bank of Sumida River on a Saturday evening. ( £ )

Crossing a bridge over the Sumida River, | was immediately taken aback that the River was
completely dark and there was a lack of river life. In many cities including Tokyo, the river
can be considered as the place where the city started. The river water was dark with
occasional reflected images of the neon signs from buildings which are set back quite far
away from the River. The presence of water can hardly be felt and the existence of the river
seems to take on a less important role. (Toh Yah Li) the fashion street of Omotesando
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at the river bank of Sumida River
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