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Eyes in Tokyo

Khoo Wee Shen
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You must have heard a lot about this famous
section of Tokyo, and quite likely everything
you've heard is true.

Tokyo’s infamous Red Light District, Kabu-
kicho, has been servicing the personal needs
and desires of locals and visitors for fifty
years.

At dusk the neon lights come on, the barkers
come our, and the salarymen come in en
masse. There is a certain charm to the area
thanks to the brightly coloured neon lights
that tempt you to linger longer. Yes lights. Not
sex. Truth to speak, the lights compliment
the sex that is the trademark of this district.
The lights reflect the tolerant attitudes
towards prostitution, soft drugs and pornog-
raphy and an acceptance that these things
are human. More than that, that these things
are business - great business indeed. Like
the illuminated advertising billboards that line
the fagade of the buildings of 42™ Street in
New York City, the neon lights at Kabukicho
call out to the innocent passerby to wander
into it's narrow but active streets and even
into the “entertainment” establishments
housed within its buildings. In fact, from a
distance you almost do not see the buildings,
just the neon lights. The image of Kabukicho,
near or far, is almost always represented by

the image of the multi-coloured neon lights.
With these bright neon signs, colours,
crowds, hasslers and the smell of sex all over,
the whole environment is one of almost
complete chaos — perfect for a place like this.

In many ways Kabukicho is the very best and
very worst of Tokyo. There are some thirty
Yakuza gangs controlling the streets in and
around Shinjuku, and especially in Kabu-
kicho. The exploitation of women is rampant,
and after three a.m. Kabukicho turns into a
wasteland of nightlife leftovers. But remark-
ably, it is still safe. Even during the peak
evening hours when an estimated half-million
people make their way into Kabukicho there
is an amazing collection of social and class
diversity. Construction workers rub shoulders
with salarymen and students in a carnival-
like atmosphere free from animosity. Even the
gangs have achieved a kind of social
integration. Currently, the Chinese Mafia rule
the streets of Kabukicho. The complexity of
life on the street level is almost reflected by
the complexity of lights above. From afar,
Kabukicho stands out even amongst the
bright lights of the neighbouring shopping
hub. The intense, loud multi-coloured sea of
neon seems to reflect the intensity of the
activities and life that goes on within. Each
neon sign blares out in its out colour,
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brightness and rhythm but is hardly perceived-
alone. The multitude is these neon signs melt
together to form a whole - a sea of lights
that activates and forms a veil to the activi-
ties.

Yes these lights are indeed a veil to what
goes on within — sex, food, entertainment and
business. Despite the seeming chaos, there
is a hidden structure to the place and it can
be read in layers — lights, people, money.
The lights appear as the outermost layer
screaming, declaring the existence of this
mega-entertainment hub. Then comes the
people who gives life to this place — the
barkers, prostitutes, bartenders, customers,
pachinko players, students, gang members
etc. And finally behind this lies the bottomline
— money. At the end of the day the lights and
the people exist in Kabukicho for one reason
and that is Money.

(Khoo Wee Shen)



PLASA 2002

London, England 2002/09/08-11
+

1. 215% 2FMLRIELE

2. PLASA2002 7 7—FDEBTRIVUT

3. EBELIODIYA— - I5—RF v

4. VARILITE, KZEL\WL. HBEOEENRZTTIL!
5. SAhT—TILDT—R

B 1 B0V THESND TPLASAL (4,
b&SESET2 AFEFMRz, A—T=>
FlzH=%8BIZIFAVRVAYTES, &
ERITHEBLTARUNRY (A TH =155
SBEOFEFIIERSENLBIZTEHIEAHEK
hot=A, BEHROLI (SA+ Pavx—)
BEDARUEDRTHONIZEONGERITE
Hof=k57,

ZDPLASA, “IVA—TAVAVE T49/0
O— 3" Llvof-fBEMIF T, TERIEE
MEMEETRAZEDEVNEREFE/V
SAMOL—EVS IO o8—ELVo -
BASREZAMIC, EER - EHER. X
FT=UDHBIZ Y, [ TFEEISTI—
FEILTIEFEBEBNZNOVRYDFARSATIZIE
WHEDDIBOIM AR, ete . AXNUNEET
OO EBTRETHD,

4E. BAREOCYVILTHEAREREL
THRYEFLSATWLWEEO D1 DA,
Martin ., CLAYPAKYHE DT —ATERS
nTWwik1200WD L—EVSTOSzy
B—, NAINT—DRELGATERTULENDR
L—XHERYENFYIIZ SN FZE—2—D
JAR, FEEO¥ARLEIRIE—2, K- K

DESLEBRDTIRFY—, LVXTD%
AZEMBERO/N)I—2aVITmA, 2D
)—XTCl&k. E—2—Hl#EICLDIRE/NUF
TFCEREAA—CDAL—XLBERNEREE
Eot=%515,

3131 DDBEEF. WPIXYLEDZEFE-F-E S
THhd. CAL2DEBORESOAYED/NE
TRy s—%, Y=ZFOLEDA=vYrHE,
A7V Fai—TICA->THERL, EfEL
TN - HS—FzoOHNBEEIZHMTES

FRRAIEEEEE vol14

FOGE TR, F-EXGHREICRGBOLED
DHZE—MEICDIF=E=4—% R, HiRYlE
EHLoAYLTWT, KD ROD—E%
B2REBHRBELTHELLELRLTNDELS
ICRZf-, LEDZNXRELE-ERI—RD/IN
BA—ELT 7Oz i8—nHECHLLE
E. RAE—NHENZSRIFEDKEEN G
hi=%5T—XTlL, LEDZFE>-HHNTD
RULHOT—T LGB ELHBIESATNT, &
THERKADFTASATUENEEALRE
LTLWBEEWH., EPRRIZEBpAERBE
NTWBDELEB, BELBWENSETA
FEHLTWBE, §oHhYZEDT—RT
N—+ E—F[ZA>TW= (ZILa—iE
A2TW=?) BRSAEBIZFEZRLAN.
L5 UYRIRTHLLE->TREASEFNDT—
AERIZLE=-DE>T=,



14

BESELR— - TD1
HEOBREARRA—T U LE=HEEMN
21X, SEO#HSETIE, 4ﬁli
b EEBRELT) 2 —7ILA—T>
LERLVABELE. eﬁl%‘ﬁﬁbt
EBREMI—SFILICToTEELR, &
BIZER 1 35DEETHENMESENS:
HEETLEN ., TVEABICERLES
FYU—RDLTLI

9. RPICHN=DIEXK S ABERER
A—ZF), COBEIF, 95FDEE
AVURTIERELTGEREI A foaDEk
HIZEBEDT, HOROENFDHEEY
FEMNEBICHEYFELE, £R15430m.,
8 70m DE KGR AEIZEEHT L5112
EUT, BT 2KEIEETYY FFYFT
BHhnTWET, 2 ELTIE, £5TK
EREBNEELTWVSESHHNERTT,

ST, INETTFHLETYA D OEER
DML, TOEBEK---! &, HFELTR
2T >=DTEHN . ZOFE—HRITETHE
L, EWS ¢, ZEIZCBEIRBIZ2 485
BRI ENTWLADIZ . ZOBEMYIZIEH
S3m®D I | DFEDR—IILATMNHRBE SN T
WADHT, BEABELERELALELT,
BEZH>THDIE. R—ILAIMSHNT
FiT0.2~03 /LY REFHADERNDES S
IZETLT=,

BEHELR—~ - ZD 2
HIzYIEEN o1z, B TENDTHIC
BoTWWb, BRLEFEL-IZIDH.
FREAFEEE THEE R S ABEREmMS2 — =
FILAEMN DTz,

SIS TRELRTLNMD, F1IOTEIC
LE-BICIIEEEZH-DEEATLS,
EhoBEOARIF—BELALZ =D
M s FL2ERIEINN=ZETAHITNS
NTEDVWTWBEIT, BREIFESHERE, H
DEAFIVIBII—TROTYF.
ZTIHLRONDV—IVIURITEHRINAT
WEWESE, Chixiavy ! ZOE
£ RIIEZELTLELOML S, IZLT
X, BAATIZHEEBLONA TSRS % -

XV arvLeRWNTFhE, R —THge
=D THITI=<E>1=,

2002 8

19

BRETNLHLLRLEVSDIFRY:-YFE
BATLRED, BEITRERF. TOERLE
BSOS M2 OEEDEL S, 3t
FEOFRLUABEOEENS Tyt &
DA L7 TETRAT,. HEDESA
LRABEORABICIEEZEONI LS5 TL
=

ZL T, KSABISESICTHRLUARE
~, X198 9FIZEEL LTOFERAMN
ZikSht- 284, 1 ESEIEUERESR . 2%
FEIFEERRE LTEESNZEDTY, *
DR ELTIE, BYMDOHRERMNSA 7Y
TENTWBDHT, +HRICHSZEL LN
FlLt, = AEMBEFETYTSA LT
WAKIEBAADHREDTLTHNVEL T, B
EEBHNLESICHDEDEREL, TLT
HLRIABLITHEBMIZ., BEENFLOD
ROBEETERSATLT., GHELIBEDH
FCBAFELI, SRy baBE. £EE%E
BENTWEWAIZ, TO1ETESHHN !
(FHThHtiF)

BELLBTEZRISICEK. BE W21 0R
BREENEN D, RTILHAELIER
K. 5?(:*—;:‘:%6%75%27‘:0 LY
HEER, $<E 155, BERIZEMN<
LRBELELEAD. TDE-LY LIRS
BHLFESTz, BRERERLIEDIDIL.
TAHAMLDBNSA 7y TOEVNL S,
SRy wYIZBR-TWWS, LAL—D
BRERPH I ETHhIE, ZhIEERRE &M
Bol=A A—CHEL, LUABIZTEWA
LyS—BTH—-LTWS, DittkWEYY
FRICIEOVAFLTLES,
EBEORSABZEILLMLHOHDE. ALY
AREAL., ChE—DODHIZHE-T
Rz5%, EHERC L. BEEIHBERI S,
PHRTEYDORD &S EHMY IZREE

B meiREEEE vol14

1. 1R MM21 DERRICRENSEET-B

2 KLUABEDSAT YT

3 EEICRZZDOMNFLUHEET- 2 B4,
PRIFKSALE

R M21 R DERA. FhlFETHIFE
o ENLVEAEIE, AZHBZTIATL
BRNT M b, CARHMYL., FDE

DEBICHEHENICERDICEVNVE, RYE
I2HEZFSB o1z, MABEYH LT,

REDIARHEES M7y TL TV BRRYRSA b



2002/09/12-16

FE, BAANDEFDORICERICESIALIEBHANAYGOENED, §TIEHYL
HoWHELEONATEATELSLESN., FEICHIWNRBEORTEFEZLTLS,
ZOBRBICENTLEL. REORDES (B) HELLSEIDEFLENRTLES
TW3, SEIEEZOIIGERLEOBEZRBRLENSBREH CROLTY) 12212
HoTIHREET =,

SEOREIR. BATIENMEMKERT S
CENHRGELSES-EDHTD NKOLT
Y] ORBRRE. EERED TAEHR
Bl HBETHD, AvNA—lF, BHEARD
BAFTHHAIRBEERMAE - ZRIEHZ
BOBHARZEOLEELS ERERA ¥

N—THiHF184THDH, BEIURDAE L
LHEHEEENHARE ERE I240A

SHTCHEZET> =

HEAMALCERNRDUMEBRAEDYMIZS
M, BHoOBEEELEMICHELZD
. 9/F6EBETHH1-. REDERE
BEREY DEICE. HIzYIFEBE< R YEIC
aFEFhTWof=, TIHhDEIHID IR
JLEBZ ., FEOLURBIZEID MELRE] (2F
ELI-, SEBETOEYIEIZOEZDEY S

ELEFOLS>BFEERICELA, RW
FRAZRLEEDTIDLARALERNE
TELZDZ TN

fzo LREICAYBMZEBR DV TERANED &
RRIZE, WBYHHD, EOVAYDE
ICIFRDEEIFHIELERZDEL CERE
KRIZITEELEDEHOENDESHEDID
BHY, Fo(EFEITHTIRARED
FETHD,

HAZEZERKIZITo>-DIE2BHBETH D, &
EEOEECTEEFALIz, Th&HIC
EFEFHBLICA-TL 2BRAXOHEIET
L, SAETHELZEICRFL. ThLHE
FITE > THRMLERNIZAYADHKRFZE
ALz, BMIEKEL 3 DD/N— Ko,
nd, tHE+®kEH. BE. BEL Lo

B #REEREE vol.14

IBIZE DL, hROEMIE—FXHH
=<5 5miE, BROBEX22mEBOXHF
BT, LBIZXHABZ S 1.2mIFED 2/
Hb, TERBENELLEDIBEIENLD
L CREXASEN22mETHD, D
SEIFEIZEETHEAINATL . 2TO
HEEABOAZRAOBIELEL., £OVIEE
BEFDH, TIhOLAYRDERKIEZ. T
AEEIFTTHELEAIZE OO LML EE
ATWB, T-EERAETENLALEEFEE
REINSRTWTEHHLIIBROHS EE L
THRELTL T, ®IZIE, BERRIZKRELT
LZEhICKPBELRE LT,

PRYKTHENLHELHDHHENLTE
BT HOEEIEMINMLLDEDL, BHRXD
EEDFERARLE TS50 ~ 150 LY R



