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h Id d f k' Nagasaki, located in western Japan on the island of
'he Old and New of Nagasaki ks isacomaeiy o 44000 peopie i wnique
geographical features and a strong foreign influence.

2005.7.27- 29 Geographically, the city is situated along the banks of the
Nagasaki Bay, a major port in Kyushu, and spread over the
hillsides of two river valleys. | explored the historical slopes
through this hillside city and newly redeveloped waterfront.

H Bottoms Up!

| quickly found out that the downtown area is
not a happening nightscene in Nagasaki.
Tsukimachi Avenue and Kanko Avenue in
downtown Nagasaki are a network of cars,
streetcars, and pedestrians bustling about in
the afternoons, but as the shops close and
the city shutdowns for the night, streetlights
specific for car traffic is the main light source
remaining along these dark streets. Not a
very inviting atmosphere for the shoppers
and tourists, who head down to the Seaside
Park and Dejima Wharf. This relatively new
area is packed with trendy boardwalk cafes
to lounge next to the cool waters and enjoy
a late dinner and drinks in the city. Table
candles and reflections in the bay add to the
low-key atmosphere, but don’t miss the
bowl-shaped view of Nagasaki. Since there
are no extremely tall buildings to block the
view and the lay of the city gradually

Minimal functional lighting plus accent lighting along Dejima Wharf creates a relaxing atmosphere for late night diners.

increases in height from the bay, the wharf offers a "bottom-up" view
of the city. Looking up and in between some buildings the faint city
lights stretch to the hilltops and continue connecting with the starry-
sky to complete the circle.

After dinner, the Seaside Park is an inviting place to take a little stroll.
Most sources of light are low fluorescent light bollards and footlights,
below eye level, and provide enough comfortable light for the
footpaths and bench areas. Besides the open grassy area that is
blasted with glaring light from high-mast poles, the niches cutout
along the canal and in the foliage offer a comfortable level of
darkness for night owls.

The quiet atmosphere of Seaside Park.

B The Nagasaki Fountain of Youth

The next night | moved camp across town to a hilltop
cemetery on Mt. Futo, where | had a more direct view
of the downtown lights and the hillsides on the eastern
side of the bay. This journey was not by a 5-minute
ropeway ride, as up the side of Mt. Inasa, but by way of
one of the many charming slopes in Nagasaki, Heifuri
Slope, found hidden among a row of temples at the
base of the hill. Through the trees on top Mt. Futo, the
neon signs of the downtown area stood in great
contrast to the dark Nagasaki Bay and the opposite
hillside came to life as it revealed a real-live connect-
the-dots game piece. The small specks of light from
lanterns along the narrow slopes and paths connected
to form individual jagged lines up and down the hillside.
Most of these cobblestone slopes are sparsely lit with
old lantern-style streetlights, where turning a corner

Lanterns lighting the many slopes dot the hillside over Nagasaki.
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can leave you on pitch-black stairs or with the
dim orange glow of a sodium lamp to light your
path. In general, these winding paths could use
more foot light on the actual paths, but they are
navigable. Some slopes are more conventional,
with revamped cement stairs and streetlights
with fluorescent lamps, but overall the quaint
shadowy appeal of these slopes is not
threatening, but leaves one feeling nostalgic in
this slow-paced city. However, the real charm of
these slopes is better viewed in the daylight
where one can enjoy the changing shadows on
the cobblestones and see more details of the
path and surroundings, which is the real
attraction. These simple little paths are a
modern day time machine!

The steep path of Heifuri Slope with a single streetlight. A dimly lit slope in Nagasaki.
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Birds-eye view of Nagasaki from Mt. Inasa.
H A Quiet Little Town
Rising 333 m above Nagasaki, Mt. Inasa is the prime lookout to sneak a panoramic view of the city. | made my way towards the mountain on
an evening in late July. The air was hot, but the cool breeze off the coast and the view made the trip worth it. From this perch, it was a perfect
panoramic view of the city with the main geographical features laid out below: bay, river valleys, and hillsides. As the night set in and the blue
moment crept closer, the city took on numerous shades of blue, as | snapped the shutter on my camera. Overall it is not a very bright city, but
hot spots around the city gradually became visible, the downtown, Nagasaki Station, Dejima Warf, rooftop beer gardens, and in the background
residential lights twinkled on the hillsides. The office buildings in the downtown area are relatively low structures without much illumination
seen from this view and the main bridge across the bay, also unfortunately, faded into the night.
(Rachel Nakayama)
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